
l,llnutes of ttre Annual Mectlng
BRUSH CREU( DISIRIHTTION STSIB4
Thursdry, Feb. 23r 196I

SINMARI

of Bnrsh Crcek srd lta tributariec mt wlth repnesentatlws of
t neerl s offtce at 4:30 prnr on Thrrrsday, Febnrery 23t L96L ln the
U house to r.,evlew the 1960 water distr{.butlon end to preparo for
t

Davld R. Res nuEsen wag reconmended to be 195I water comlssloner. Curt D.
Dr1ey was elected chsirnsn, end Ray Nash was elected to be secretary of the Bnrsh
Creek Distrlbutlon Syeten f6r 196I. A hrdget and agsesenent of $IrtP'OO were a-
dopted by the weter users to correr dlstr hrticrr etrpenEes for the 1961 season'

GENEN,AL BUSINESf'

Dona1d C. Norseth, Distrlhrtlon Engineer of.the State Engineerts Offlce, opened

the neeting and gave a brLef Eurmary of tne 1961 water aupply outloolc' He stat ed

that Ashley Creet< wes forecast to be 9Ot of Norual, ard Bnreh Creek was forecast to
be abort ?6 of nomal, but that ttese flgures would harp to be reted downward be-
cause nonnal peclpretition had not occundalsince the foresast was prgpared-. The

apparent lack- of snow cov€r and pnecipltatLon would increase the problems whl'ch, the
comiasloner world ha\r€ to solve. This O@lng water ahortage hrould nalce the water
users lncreaslngly aware of the comlssd.onera dutles and the exbent of hls actl'vl-
ties.

l{r. Noraeth read the call of the neetlng and lntrodrced the ot}pr uembera of tte
State Engineerle Offlce who were pneaent. A llat of all ttpge who attended ls
attached to these nlnutes.

The rneetLng was turned over to DIr. DeMarr Drdley, 196O chalrman, who condrcted
the neeting untll the 1961 chafuuan would be selected.

The 196O mLnutes were read by Mr. Noreeth, and they were EpFroved eg read.

The 196O Finanolat St glwn by Frank Reese, Conptrollerr c

Engineeris Offlce. He r -the net, cash on hand for the Syat .I0
a.r,A tirat S2.OO hed been dcllnquent account6. He atated t
was stlll delinquent. A count of ttre collectlons and exPen s

glven ard after -dlssuEdm of severel of ttp ltens, the finencial report wea ap-
proved ag read.' Mr. Reese sald ttrat he had forrrered ? coflea of the flnancial report to the- chair
man, Mr. Drdley, bacausE the other menbers of tne executive ccnnlttee urere rrnknown

to l,[r. Re€se.

l,Ir, Davtd R. RB snuesen of Vernal Utah, Bnrsh Creek Water Cmnlseioner for 1960,

reported trls actlvltlea and the operatigni of ttp distributlon sysbem-for 1950. He

Etatea that he Etded off the year really gr.eqt but he got educatcd fast. There
were a npmber of ni.aunderstandj,ngg that had to be vrorked out and that thinga bega'.r
io tr.pp"" egrly. One of the firit thlngs t'hat went ulong was cn April 16th wtren tt
Burns iench Canal washed out. By the ISth of AprIL he was releasing storage waters
fron galcs park Reserrolr, ana vatn the Lnflow of heany nrnoff, the fdgh water got
ni:ced up vrtth the dorage. He said that he took the bleme for much of the tranbles
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that happened Ln_ the ca.rly pert of the lrrlgatdon leason, end lE recormended the
w9te1 ugers EpeLL out the duties of the cmlsaloner so i,tret rr dght better under-
stand the Job that has to be done. One of these probleaa anose fbom the authorltyto ask for releasea ft@ the rceervolra. tle eaid that tt.p resenrolr water msterghould athlt the rcqrcct for releasea and not the water uEers as lndlvldrals.

The cmlsslqter statcd that by Jrrne l6th he tred Ert the creek on the rotatton
schedule and turn besis. He had ime problene of trensferri.ng turnsl and agreements
had 'to be norked out between the lrrllatlon partiea so that no guess wck was tn-
nolved.

Ih" report conslsted of a de{ly record of the flow of the waters of Bnrsh Creek,both nat[ral flow and storage, and what was done wlth that water in the neruer ofdistrlblrtlon fron the naln chinnel of the ereek,

Eegommggge!l9ng
Mr. Ra smuss€Er submltted aeveral reconnendatlona on hour to lnprove the dlstrl-

butJ.on system for 1961t

I. Better counurrtcatJ.ms, corning face to face to rvork out water pnobleurs.
2. Imrpove divereion polnt methc* of controls a.nd lnstalling ttre pnoper measuring

derrlces '3. 2 or 3 t+.. parshall flumee on Llttls Brush Credc, above and below the randes,
4. Make sure that everyone wrderstands the divl,slon'of water according to water

rights and ttp dlstrtbuti.on schedule,
5. Go on twns ss soon as ngcegsa,rlr.
5. Transfer turns only lf comigslmer is lnforned and the proper agreensntE atre

na,de.
7. More detailed etu{y on the creek before Sunshlne Ranchcs turna ort water from

Eaet Perkr more accura$e records needed before releasea ere mad€.8. Study the ctrennel loss and return flow to more effectd.vely divlde on the
schedrle basig.

9. Closer relations between Bnrsh Creek uscs and Ashley Valley Reserrolr Co.to get up a cmroittee to wateh the operatlon and to advLae the cmtedoner
and nake recmendatlqrs to ttre state englnccr.

10. The coumlsslorprla travel ant e:cpensea should be in accord wlth whet ls to be
done and hon mlch regulatlon is wsrted.

1I. More reetd.nga between the water ueers to wor* out poblems on the creeh, so
that bad fecllngs rylll not develop.

The cmrLssloner s81d thet hia report contalned USC€ reccds of strea flow and
hle onn personal records of water distrtbutl,on on Bnrgtr creeh.

Mr. Hugh Colton said that lt was the best report he had see on the afulnlstratl-an
of Bnrgh Crcek sLnce L896r end he point,ed out that e copy should be ftted with ttp
distfi-ct ccurt.

1,1r, Hubert Lanbert, Dcprty Statte Engineer, sald that Eeveral copies had been
gLvcn to the Statc Englneer by the connlseloner and thet a copy rmuld be flled wlth
the courtr and that water rlglrts stt[ need to be settled on Brush Creek; these
reports rculd be of \rer.Jr greet rralue to the water userso

Afber ler$hy dl,scuegion concerrrLng the cmlsslonert s report and the causes of
sone ^:of the dtstrlhrtlon problems, i.t wag noved by N. J. Meagher, Jr., sd seconded
by Hugh Colton that the report be acoepted and that !,{r. Ba surussen be connended for
Eerrrtccs to the watep userg. Motion carrled.



-3-
The group dlscuEEed the organlzatlon of tfte Brush Creek Distrib.ltlon Syeten

under an associatlon wlth artlclee or bylaws to show hcl the water uaers would
be representod. No fomal organJ.zatlon wae preeented, ht an executtne conrnLttee
ofthe Bntsh Creek water uscrE waa elected ae fo]-lows:

1. Archle lltenl.roaks Perk Reservolr Co.
2. N. J. Maeghetfstr...Sunshlne Canal end East Park Res.

Chalraan.,..,J, Curt D. Dud,Iey....BurnB Bench Cartal
40lenn Munay(...Burton Dltch
5. BlIl Karen.(.Murray Dltch
6. Uartln Enans(,.Lowet Bnrsh Creek
7. Robert Stdneri...ppper Brush Creek
8. Woodey B. Searli...Llttle Bnreh Creek Users.

Ray Nash, Secretary /

l[r. Nash waa appoi.nted to be secretary of the executive comlttee, but rdth no
voting volce ln the affalrg of the cmlttee.

f96I Co@lssloner

Mr. David R. Ra sunrsscn anhr.ttted an applLcation for tte Job of weter cmlsdont
and was recomnended to the etate englneer for reappolntasnt to that offlce. Mr.
Donald C. Noreeth, DistrLbrtLonEngineer, sald that he would be hapg to fonmrd
that reconnendatLon to Mr. Cr Lddle, State Englneer, and tlct l{r. Rasmtrssen had
done e flm Job durlng the 196O season.

196lBUDGET

196I Assesernqtt

The weter users voted to asscsg themselves a tota.I of $11580.00 for 1961 on the
following sssessment formla:

The f ollotdng brdget waE get up to co\ter the costg

Comlgslo'nerl s Salary
SocLal Securlty af 3fr
Traver (4rmo nlleg at $,ro/nt)
Bonds and lnaurance
ComtsElonert Arurual Report
Miscellaneous et(p€nsea

Tot,aI

Brush Creek users X anount
Ashley Valley res. .lOX mount
Llttle Bnrsh users .Oil amounb

l.l5 X = s;rr 58O.oO

no ftnthen lrrslness, the
attendJ.rg the neetlng ls

of dLstrlbutLon for t95Ir

$1r066.oo
32.OO

400.00
25.@
35.@
22,00

$rr58o.oo

or g].fi?3,9L
or L37.39
or 68.70

neetlng was adJourned W ttre chahman.
attached to these ntnutes.

There being
Llst of thoae

lIinutes zubnltted by Clarence E. Erlckson, Jr.
Dlstrlbutd.cn Englne er
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Donald C. Norseth

Clarence E. Erlcksont
Frank Beese
T. VLnton Snith
Blchard R. Pe:cton
Robert F. Guy

Woodey B. Searle
C. D. DrdIeY
Adeir Brtnhall
Ezra L. StEwart
M. Harden Nelson
Merle Morge
L. Glerm Murratrr
Howerd Alnge
San Sesslons
Wllford B. E\rana
Robert Shlner
S. J. Hatoh
Joseph G. MurraY
Archle Allen
Nlck Meagher
Hugh W. Colton
Daw Ragnussen
A. D. DudIeY

Hubcrt C. Lambert
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REPRESENTING

DlEtrtbutlcr Englneer, Utah State
Englneerts Offlce

Jr. Dlstrlbutlon Englneer
Cmptoller, Utatr State Englncerl s Offlce
Agst. Buslnccg Manager
Accountant
Dletrlct Englme(Vernal) Stete Bngl'neere
Offlce.
Llttle Brugh Credt
Burrrs Bench ltr. Co.
lllln
rnD
ilnll
tl ll ll

Btrton Dltch Co.

Upper Bnrsh Cradt
LtttJ.e Bnrsh Creek
UPp€r Bnrsh Creek
Upper Bnrsh Creelt

Ashley Res. Co.
Sunshine Ranches
Uper BnrEh Creelc
1i6o water Comlssicner
Burns Bench.

q€P."tJ.91d" Englnecr
aaaaaaaal


